Your Name
Your name brings certain thoughts and emotions to people. If you are a person who serves others and does good for them, your name will bring joy and happiness to those who hear it. If you are self-serving, willing to betray your family for personal pleasure, or take advantage of people who trust you, your name will evoke shame and disappointment. This is why Solomon said, “A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and loving favor rather than silver and gold” (Pro. 22:1). You can have all the money in the world, but if people don’t respect your name, you are deficient and bankrupt.

God tells His people to protect their name as Christians. Paul rebuked some for being hypocritical and dishonest before non-believers. He wrote, “You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal? 22 You who say, “Do not commit adultery,” do you commit adultery?” (Rom. 2:21-22). How many preachers have done harm to the Lord’s work through their immoral and illegal activities? How many Christians have hindered the gospel’s influence by their hypocritical and dishonest living? They profess a love for Jesus on Sunday, yet run with the devil on every other day. This is wrong! For “the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you” (Rom. 2:24).
It is possible for innocent people to be falsely accused and have their name ruined in the process. Jesus was crucified in public as a criminal. Slander still happens to people trying to serve the Lord. However, Peter says the way to combat this is to not give evidence of the evil things we’re being accused of. That is, when someone charges you with being ungodly, don’t live in such a way that proves their case. He said, “Having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation” (1 Pet. 2:12). 
Regardless of what may become of our name, it will eventually pass with time. If this world is allowed to continue, there will come a time on earth when our name will be forgotten (Eccl. 2:16). Therefore, we need to have our name recorded in a place where it will never fade away: The Lamb’s Book of Life. Our names can be written there should we have love, faith, and obedience to Christ (Phil. 4:3; Rev. 20:15). Do the best thing you can do for your name by becoming a Christian today (Acts 8:35-38). Let us know if we can help.  –Mike Thomas
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