Your Church’s Name
 
Jesus warned people of the danger of being deceived in religion. He said it is possible for people to follow the traditions of men and believe they are practicing the will of God (Matt. 15:8-9). Instead of making allowances for people in their ignorance, Jesus plainly said, “If the blind leads the blind, they both will fall into a ditch” (Matt. 15:14). We are responsible for the beliefs and practices we uphold in religion (Col. 2:4, 8). 
One of the most basic concerns we should have in religion is making sure the church we attend is the same as the one found in the New Testament. We are commanded to abide in the doctrine of Christ (2 John 9-10). Are we practicing things according to the will of Christ regarding worship (John 4:24)? Is the church organized the way Christ wants it (Titus 1:5)? Does the church we attend allow unauthorized activities in its assemblies (1 Cor. 14:34)? These concerns are inherent in the command to defend the one faith of Christianity (Jude 3; Eph. 4:5). 
At the very least, I should be concerned about the name of the church I am a part of. If I am unable to find its name in the Bible, I would be unable to say I am following only the authority of Christ. Names are given for a purpose: to set people apart from one another. God prophesied of a new name for His people (Isa. 62:2). If there’s nothing in a name, then Church of Satan would be just as acceptable as Church of Christ. But since God identified His people by a name (Acts 11:26), and used specific names to describe local churches (Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 1:2), we should want to wear the name of Christ in describing ourselves. But how is that seen in wearing the names of men or by attending a church that’s not even found in the Bible? Where is Catholic, Lutheran, Methodist, or Baptist found in the pages of God’s word? If these describe the faith of the first Christians, why did God not use these terms in the New Testament? And how can these be part of the faith given by the apostles if these names didn’t develop for years after the New Testament? Shouldn’t that be reason enough to question whether or not we’re following the traditions of men as the will of God?  
I take no pleasure in making these observations. I know of some very good and decent, devout and sincere people who describe themselves by denominational names. And I’m not saying that every church that has a scriptural name is scriptural in all that it does (Rev. 3:1). I am saying though, I would be greatly concerned about the decisions I have made in life if the church I am apart of cannot be found in the New Testament. If what it takes to be a Catholic cannot be done to be a Methodist, as every denomination is distinct and unique, which one should I follow if neither of them is found in the New Testament? How can I practice New Testament Christianity while defending a manmade denomination?
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