Your Child’s Childhood
 
One of the more encouraging quotes I’ve come across lately says, “Your children only get one childhood. Make it memorable.” I love that thought. It has been a source of encouragement for me in my own family life since coming across it. 
The unique thing about childhood is that it never leaves us. We may develop other pleasant memories, like of our wedding or our children’s birth, but the episodes of childhood stay with us for life—for better or worse. What kind of memories will your children have of their upbringing? 
Will they believe in marriage and how it is possible for two people to love each other for life (as a result of your marriage)? Or will they cringe when they look back at the way you treated your mate? Will their only memories be that of unpleasant scenes of adults arguing and never being affectionate toward one another? This shouldn’t be the case if Christians do as God says, “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter towards them” (Col. 3:18, 19). 
Will your children have pleasant memories of a father and mother who took time for them? Will they look back and have warm thoughts of a father who played, prayed, and studied with them? Will they remember a house that was well-organized and filled with love for God by a caring mother? Or will their only memories be that of being stuck in front of a television because their parents ignored them? This shouldn’t be the case if Christians do as God says, “Fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). And “young women… be discreet, chaste, homemakers” (Titus 2:4, 5). 
Your children only get one childhood. Make it memorable. 
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