Your Baptism
When Paul came to Ephesus, he found a group of disciples he thought was of Christ, but through investigation discovered they were not. The text of Acts 19 reads: “And he said to them, ‘Into what then were you baptized’? So they said, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ 4 Then Paul said, ‘John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.’ 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.” 

The question Paul asked to discover if the group was of Christ was the purpose of their baptism: “Into what then were you baptized?” To emphasize and practice a baptism not authorized by Christ was to remain outside of His will. In order to be right with God, the Ephesians had to be saved through Christ “whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood” (Rom. 3:25) “for our sins” (1 John 2:2). The baptism of John could not provide this because it did not place one in Christ. The Ephesians had to be baptized into Christ to be a true disciple of the Lord– “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27). The Ephesians may have been baptized in the past, but it was not the baptism taught by Christ. They had to be baptized in the name of the Lord, which is for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), in order to be right with God.


People are baptized for various reasons today: to enter a denomination, to please their family, to prove they were “saved,” etc. These will not do as even the baptism of John, which was given by God, is not acceptable to God. The one baptism (Eph. 4:5) that He approves is the one authorized by Christ, which is why Jesus told the apostles to “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned” (Mark 16:15-16) Fortunately, the Ephesians believed that message and were obedient to the baptism of Christ (Acts 19:5). They didn’t say, “We’ve already been baptized…one baptism is good as another…we’re saved by grace not works.” Instead, they trusted in God and obeyed His will, which is why Paul later praised them for accepting the salvation that is Christ – “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8). Into what then were you baptized? Have you obeyed the baptism commanded by Jesus?  –Mike Thomas
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