With All Your Strength

When Jesus was asked about the most important commandment to keep, He responded by quoting Deuteronomy 6:4, 5: “The first of all commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment” (Mark 12:30, 31).
Notice how one of the descriptions of heartfelt love for God is loving Him “with all your strength.” When we think of loving God from the heart, we generally define it as thinking of Him throughout the day or praying every day. This is true, but as Jesus points out there is so much more to loving God than just thinking about Him. It also requires using our strength to serve Him in love.  
When we love God with all of our strength, we are willing to go through all the physical inconveniences of doing His will. There will be times when we are tired and want to stay home to watch television or read a book, but our love for God will motivate us to attend that Gospel Meeting or visit that person who needs encouragement. Serving God with our strength prompts worn out parents to bring their children to services even when they are exhausted from a hectic day. It causes elders to meet the necessary challenges of overseeing each and every member of the flock, week after week after week. It motivates a child of God to take a stand for God by having “no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them” (Eph. 5:11). Loving God is not for the faint of heart. It is for the courageous and bold; the willing and ready. It is everything or it is not.
When the Lord returns, He promises to give “rest” to His saints (2 Thess. 1:7). We all understand that rest is not given to those who lay around all day, since they have nothing to rest from. Relief is reserved for those who are busy being used and spent in something, which in this case is the Lord’s service. Or as Paul said, “you who are troubled” will receive rest. When we use our strength (physically, mentally) in dedication to God, He will come one Day to deliver us from burdens of our service. Comfort will come if we will just love God more than ourselves. Or as the old saying goes, “It is better to wear out than rust out as a Christian.”
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