We We Remember This?
 
Have you ever considered what we will think about in eternity? It’s quite a sobering thought! Of all the songs we hear, the books we read, and the people and places we see in life, which of these will we recollect when in eternity? We can know we will have some memory then because of what Jesus taught about cognitive awareness in the afterlife (Luke 16:23-25). That being said, what will we remember from this life as we exist in eternity?
What will we dwell upon? The bills? The cancer? Our kids? The church? All of these are legitimate concerns that deserve a wise response from us at the moment, even as the apostle Paul had earthly matters that came upon him daily (2 Cor. 11:24-28). But what about in eternity? Do any of these concern him at this very moment? Would he or anyone else in eternity say any earthly matter is more important than faith in God?
We are eternal creatures. We will dwell somewhere after this life, as Jesus reveals (Matt. 25:34, 41). The Bible teaches both eternal life as well as eternal suffering (Rom. 2:6-9) as possible environments for the soul’s abode. Because of this, we should keep things in perspective as we got through life. Paul said that “the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 4:17). This includes all of our earthly affairs, both triumphs and troubles! Nothing we are facing at the moment will last beyond the grave except what we do in response to God’s will. Our bills, our health problems, our family issues, and even the earthly consequences of our sins are all but for a moment. How we respond to these, however, will follow us into eternity, and may very well occupy our minds should we go to torments. 
There are people in eternity who had the same concerns and experiences we have in life. They drove the same streets, saw the same television programs, and witnessed the same sunrises. If they could come back, how many would let their earthly problems interfere with their obeying God? What would they persuade us to do regarding the gospel (Acts 2:38-40) or repenting of sin (Acts 17:30)? Let us not wait until eternity to learn what they realize now about the need to respond to God’s mercy in this life. If we do, we may very well remember this article in eternity. 
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