Will This Marriage Last?
 
Married people are hurting. Couples who decide to sanctify their relationship with marriage, instead of living together like many people nowadays, are having trouble keeping their families intact. Too many couples are convinced the grass is greener on the other side of the fence, and are opting to walk out on their mate instead of working through their problems. What advice can we find in God’s word that will help our marriages survive (and thrive)? 
We must first dismiss from our thinking the possibility of divorce. No married couple (with God’s permission to be married) should contemplate an “escape clause” in their relationship. For one, God does not permit divorce if our mate is not sexually unfaithful to us (Matt. 19:1-9). This rule does not mean we must remain in a house where our life is endangered, but it does mean we are not to turn to divorce as our only means of protection. Other options are available without violating God’s will on marriage and divorce. Nevertheless, let us first resolve within our minds that we are going to work through our differences with our mate—and that divorce is not an option.
If we’re committed to making the relationship work, which we must (Heb. 13:4), we then need to take seriously the responsibilities of marriage. In any relationship, if we expect others to do all the giving and sacrificing, we are going to have constant turmoil (Jas. 3:16). This is especially true in marriage. We must not expect our mate to make us happy or to solve all the problems within the home. This is not the thinking of a person committed to marriage. God’s word teaches, “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them” (Col. 3:18-19). What man would not love to have a wife who is supportive and respectful? What woman would not want a husband who is mindful of her needs and willing to listen with an open mind? The Lord is trying to provide us with such happiness if people would follow His instructions for the home! Do you want a happier marriage? Then serve your mate. Let them know each day how much you love them. Listen to them. Take responsibility for your actions by admitting your faults. Stay within the family budget. Treat your mate the way you want to be treated, even when they don't show you the same courtesy. Give love a chance.
All that we need to make our marriage a success is there if we’re willing to the endure the sacrifice. Our mate may not reciprocate in being committed to the relationship, but at least we can know we did all we could to help our marriage survive.
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