Why Does God Allow Evil?
We live in a world where injustices occur. Innocent people are raped and murdered. Dictators plunder nations. Weather events devastate communities. False teachers mislead unsuspecting people. We sometimes wonder, why does God allow evil?
The answer to that question is simple: I don’t know. And neither do you. We can have an idea about why some things happen in relation to God giving man the ability to choose, but in the end we are forced to accept things the way they are. Despite our best effort to understand world events, crime will still occur, evil will still have a foothold, storms will still gather, and we will still die. Life on earth is whatever God allows it to be – and we can’t change it!

Some will read those words and conclude, “If that’s the way God is then I want nothing to do with Him.” That can be our answer. But does that eliminate our accountability to Him? Does walking away from God change the fact that “It is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27)? That there is a Day of Judgment is evident in Jesus being raised from the dead (Acts 17:30, 31). “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God” (Rom. 14:11). 

“But I don’t want to be accountable to God. I never asked to be born!” And I didn’t ask to be born into a nation where I must pay taxes, but that’s the consequence of being born in this country. We have to accept the good with the bad and make our choices accordingly. So it is in our relationship with God. “But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed say to Him who formed it, ‘Why have you made me like this?’” (Rom. 9:20). God has inherent authority over us because He made us. If He wanted to take the very breath from our lungs right now He could, and there’s not a thing we could do to stop Him. Fortunately, though, He is a God who loves us so much that He sent His Son to die for us (John 3:16). Fortunately, He is a patient and merciful God who gives us time to repent (2 Pet. 3:9). Indeed, what hope would we have as sinners if God didn’t let evil exist in this world? –Mike Thomas
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