Where are the Dead?
We are all witnesses to the fact that people die. Ever since we can remember, we have seen people pass from this life and never return to us. Grandparents, siblings, mates, friends, neighbors; people from all walks of life experience death and leave this world forever. And while we want to think that everyone we love gets to go to heaven, we can’t know for certain if the person we watch leave this life is going to a place of rest or a place of torment. That decision is not ours to make, but belongs to the Great Judge of humanity, who often has a different perspective of the afterlife (Luke 13:23, 24). Our understanding of a person’s existence after death must come from something other than human experience, namely the Bible. 
One of the most enlightening passages on the afterlife is Luke 16:19-31 in the account of the rich man and Lazarus. Space does not permit me to go into great detail on this account, but there are a few things we can point out quickly. For one, both men were still in existence in eternity though they had departed from this life. This passage is not dealing with the final judgment because life was still functioning on earth as seen in the rich man’s request for Abraham to send someone to warn his family (v. 27), “lest they also come to this place of torment.” This leads us to another conclusion: people in eternity are either in torment or they are comforted (v. 25). Those who are comforted have no complaints, but those in torment cry out for relief from what feels like fire (v. 24). What’s worse, there is a gulf that separates both sides to where no one is permitted to pass from one side to the other (v. 26). The idea of second chances in eternity is not found in the Bible. 
The place where Lazarus and the rich man entered is called Hades (v. 23). Most people associate that term with hell, but in the Bible it is used to refer to the realm of the dead, where all people go once they depart from this life. It is where Jesus went once He died on the cross (Acts 2:31). This place has two sides to it: torment or comfort. The side of comfort is also called Paradise in other passages (Luke 23:43). Once there, people await a final judgment which will either take them to heaven or hell (Matt. 25:31-46). 
Are you ready to experience this journey? Will your departure from this life lead to a place of comfort or torment? Now is the time to prepare (Rom. 2:6-10). If we can help you understand God’s word, we would like an opportunity to study. --Mike Thomas
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