When You Sin
When you sin, you are left with life’s greatest problem with life’s greatest consequences. If your life on earth ends while you’re still guilty of sin, your eternal outlook will be your worst experience ever. No amount of bad days on earth will compare to the horror that awaits a sinner who leaves this life unprepared to meet God. That’s what sin does to a person! But don’t take my word for it; take it from Jesus, who warned men of the need to prepare for eternity:

If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched—where ‘Their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’  (Mark 9:44-45)

When you sin, you are left with very few options in responding properly to it. If you are not a Christian, you must not rest until you learn, understand, and obey the gospel, which is “the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16). The gospel is the Declaration of Independence to Christianity because it frees people from the bondage of sin (Rom. 6:17). The United States would have never existed without a declaration of freedom. Likewise, Christianity would not exist without the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, which is the foundation of the gospel (1 Cor. 15:1-4). If you want freedom from sin, you must come to the One who has proven His ability to defeat sin: Jesus the Son of God — “in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:14). If you believe that, and are willing to turn away from a life of sin, you can be forgiven by confessing that faith and being immersed in water for the forgiveness of sins. This is how one comes in contact with the blood of Christ (Rom. 6:1-6; 10:9-10). 

If you are a Christian, and are guilty of sin, you have one of two choices: drown in misery and sorrow or get forgiveness for it. There are no other options! You can either follow the example of Judas, who killed himself from sorrow and regret over his sins (Matt. 27:3-5), or you can follow the example of Simon: a sorrowful Christian who found redemption for his sins through confession, repentance, and prayer (Acts 8:22-24). Sure, you can beat up yourself and try to do a lot of kind deeds to make up for your wickedness, hoping that time will give you the right to come back to God, but sin can only be forgiven through Christ, who says we must repent and confess to be forgiven (1 John 1:9). Neither time nor self-destruction will change that. We may forget our sins in time, or become indifferent to them, but God doesn’t forget. He remembers everything we do and expects a proper accounting of it. Your only hope of forgiveness is to repent and confess.

Whatever your condition, you can receive the forgiveness of sin by placing your faith in God’s word. If you believe Him, you will be like Noah in moving with godly fear in meeting God’s terms of deliverance (Heb. 11:7). If you don’t believe Him, you will have an eternity to regret your improper response to sin. 
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