What is the Church of Christ?

The apostle Peter told Christians to teach only the things revealed in the word of God. He said, “If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God” (1 Peter 4:11). This is just as applicable today as it was 2,000 years ago. We must do all things in religion with and through the authority of Christ, which is in the Bible. There are several reasons for this:

1. Jesus has all authority. When He returned from the dead, He announced, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth” (Matt. 28:18).

2. Jesus delegated His authority to the apostles by inspiring them to teach His will. He told them, “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come” (John 16:12-13). 

3.  The apostles recorded God’s will. Paul explained inspiration this way to the Ephesians, “By revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I wrote before in few words, by which when you read you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets” (Eph. 3:4-5). 

If we are to speak the oracles of God (in all that we do and teach), we must use the word of God as the basis of all we believe and practice. Anyone who does not have the authority of Christ for all that they do in religion is not acting with Divine approval. We must not rely on synods, creeds, conventions, or diocese to dictate to us what we will do in religion. All authority belongs to Christ and He alone is the Head of the Church.

The establishment of the lord’s church

It might be a surprise for many to realize that Jesus said He was going to build only one church. He said, “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18). The “rock” He was referring to was Peter’s statement that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God (v. 16). This is in reference to His authority as the Son of God, which is the foundation of the church (1 Cor. 3:11).

The Lord did not promise to build many churches or to establish another man’s church, but to build His church, which the apostle Paul said there was only one (Eph. 1:21-22; 4:4). It is humanity’s responsibility to find that one church and walk by faith as members of it since Jesus is the Savior of it (Eph. 5:23).  

membership

To enter the Lord’s church, a person must obey the gospel of Jesus. This is seen in Acts 2 when people learned and obeyed the will of Christ (vv. 37-47). Notice that in being baptized the people were saved and the Lord added them to the church (v. 47).

There was no voting by other Christians in the New Testament to determine if a person could be a member of the Lord’s church. All who are saved are already members of Christ’s body, the church.

worship 

Since the apostles were inspired to teach Christ’s will, the first Christians “continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in prayers” (Acts 2:42). This is a remarkable statement in the Bible because until this point the Jews served God for centuries through the Law of Moses. In the New Testament, congregational worship was done according to the will of Christ “decently and in order” (1 Cor. 14:40). This verse was given in the context of women being told not to preach or teach over a man (1 Cor. 14:34-35; see also 1 Tim. 2:11-14). This should impress upon us the importance of worshipping God according to His will “in spirit and truth” (John 4:24), instead of in ways we may prefer. The church is told to assemble for that very purpose. 
music

The first Christians were taught to sing and make melody in their heart in worship (Eph. 5:19). Once again this contrasted with what the Jews had done for centuries by singing and making melody on instruments (2 Chron. 29:25-28). The law of Christ replaced mechanical instruments with melody played on the heart. It wasn’t until centuries after the apostles that men added other instruments to Christian worship. Even John Wesley, who founded the Methodist church, said: “I have no opposition to the organ in our chapel provided it is neither seen nor heard” (Clark’s Commentary, 868). 
the lord’s supper every sunday

The first Christians remembered the Lord’s death every first day of the week (Acts 20:7). The typical belief nowadays is for churches to take communion once a year, once a month, at weddings, and so on. But in the New Testament, Christians were taught to remember the Lord’s death in a particular manner (1 Cor. 11:23-26). There is no record of Christians taking it on any other day than Sunday.

the work of the church

You will notice that this church is not involved in social programs or benevolent activities with the Lord’s money. This is by design. The only things the Lord involved the church in were:

1. Evangelism. Funds were sent directly to the men in need and not through another church or a Missionary Society (Phil. 4:14-16). 

2. Edification. Saints are told to gather for worship and teaching to build up their faith (Heb. 10:24-25).

3. Helping needy saints. The Lord was quite deliberate in showing that the only people to receive financial aid from the church were needy saints (Rom. 15:25-27). Any other effort was to be an individual’s responsibility, “and do not let the church be burdened” (1 Tim. 5:16). 

All recreational activities are to take place at the individual’s expense (1 Cor. 11:22, 34), which is why we do not have gymnasiums or kitchens in this building. The Lord’s money was limited to spiritual things.

Space does not permit me to explain all that God expects of His church, but hopefully you have an idea of what we strive for as a local church. We are here to help if you want to study this matter more thoroughly.
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