What Do You See?
Here is a test. Can you find the number of times the letter “e” is used in the following quote from John 3:16? “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should perish but have everlasting life.” If I counted correctly it is found 16 times. 

But did you notice anything out of place with that reference to John 3:16? As you were looking for the letter e did you notice that “not” was missing between “should” and “perish”? If you did that’s great, but chances are you did not recognize it because you weren’t looking for it. 

We tend to see what we are conditioned to see. Because of beliefs instilled within us by family, society and the church, we sometimes see things in the Bible that God never said. The Sadducees did not believe in life after death and even debated Jesus on this matter (Matt. 22:23-28). Jesus told them, “You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God” (v. 29). They may have been sincere, but the Sadducees were “mistaken” for holding to a doctrine not found in the word of God.
Have we done the same in our religious beliefs and practices? It happens (Rom. 10:2). In our haste to see certain things we fail to realize what is actually said in the word of God. Most would be offended to hear that the Scriptures make no mention of denominationalism, universal bishop, Rapture, earthly reign of Christ, infant baptism, Christmas, Easter, and so on. Where are these doctrines taught in the word of God? Could it be that we see these things as the will of God because we have been taught to see them that way? What does the Bible really say about any of our doctrines (Matt. 15:8, 9)? Jesus wants us to walk by faith and not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7) as we love Him above everyone else, including our self (Mark 8:34-38). He said, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven” (Matt. 7:21). Those who seek to please Him will see what He wants men to see (2 Tim. 2:15; Acts 17:11). –Mike Thomas
Live Radio Program on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. on 106.3 F.M.

Beaver Dam Church of Christ
www.beaverdamchurch.com
