Weddings in a Recession
 

I saw an ad recently for a bridal store that promised to make a woman’s wedding this year a special event. That’s not an uncommon promise as weddings are a big industry for some companies. What’s so striking to me is that here we are in the middle of a financial recession, globally it appears, and companies are still advertising bridal services. Thousands of people unemployed, the stock market in the tank, new housing at a stand still…and yet the ads for wedding planning. How can bridal businesses have the audacity to advertise in such hard economic times? Because no matter how bad things get financially, there will always be people getting married.

What this should say to us is the Lord knew what He was talking about when He warned of His second coming. “As in the days of Noah, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark...so also will the coming of the Son of Man be” (Matt. 24:36-38). No matter how dire the circumstances of life, people always find a way to celebrate life, with eating and drinking, and giving in marriage. This was true in the days of Noah seconds before the waters of the flood unlocked. Somewhere in the world, people were celebrating marriage and eating before the wall of water engulfed them. Likewise, people will be doing similar things—living life as usual when Jesus returns in the clouds to receive His saints.

That’s not a slap against celebrating life, obviously. These are blessings God has given us to enjoy as our portion in life. But the point Jesus was making is that people will be unprepared for judgment when He returns. The majority of people will be going on in everyday life without any concern for their accountability to God. This must not be the case for the people of God. Everyday we wake we should live as if “this” day is the Day of the Lord’s return. Every temptation must be faced as if the Lord may return at that moment. Every trial must be viewed as the last one we experience before the Lord returns. Any day and at any moment life on earth may come to an end. “But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief” (1 Thess. 5:4).  
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