VBS – Very Best Snacks?
Vacation Bible School is a staple among today’s churches. Around summer time we see the signs and billboards advertizing the next big adventure at Church X—marketed with games and snacks, of course. “Come and learn of Jesus” is the on the banner, but “Let’s play games” is the selling point. Strip these programs of the relays, races and raspberry punch, and you are left with very little Jesus and a whole lot of disappointed children.  

Where has God taught us to dip the gospel in chocolate to get people to understand it? Are our kids so bent on entertainment that the teachings of the Bible won’t appeal to them without a piece of cake? Are we this naive when it comes to teaching them “the important” things of life with a secular education? And what does it say to Johnny when it takes a cookie to get him to church, but a stern warning to get him to school?

I offer these words not as an excuse to do away with teaching the Bible to kids, as if banning VBS is the answer. In his letter to the church at Ephesus, Paul felt the need to instruct children to obey their parents, in accordance with God’s will (Ephesians 6:1-3). He said this in a letter to the church, even though parents are given the primary responsibility of training their children in the Lord (v. 4). The church can and should encourage children to know and obey God’s word. 

So, no, I am not advocating banning VBS to stem the tide of misusing religion to promote entertainment. The same corruption can and does happen in regular Bible classes as well, which we don’t feel the need to ban. The point I’m emphasizing is we need to be careful lest we fall victim to the Social Gospel, which is still very much alive and growing among religions today. To emphasize God’s word in an entertaining way is not the same thing as making entertainment the work of the church, which is specifically forbidden (1 Corinthians 11:22, 34). It is one thing to teach children God’s word in a creative manner, but it is a totally different thing to emphasize our creativity over God’s word, which is what is done in having relays and cake walks to illustrate walking by faith. If we are honest with ourselves, we will admit that we are using such ploys to trick kids into coming to services, not to teach them the Bible. The solution then is not more sugar, but more faith — in God and His word.  
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