The Unpardonable Sin

Jesus made a statement in Matthew 12:31 that gives a lot of people trouble. In the context, Jesus was being accused by the Pharisees of acting by the power of Satan. He had just healed a man who was “demon-possessed, blind and mute” (Matt. 12:22). They saw this and said, “This fellow does not cast out demons except by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons” (v. 24).

 In responding to their hardened hearts, Jesus told the Pharisees, “I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men” (Matt. 12:31). Some have wondered what this “unpardonable sin” is and whether or not they have committed it. 

It is evident in the context that Jesus is responding to those who were blaspheming Him by accusing Him of acting by the power of Satan. He then contrasted that with the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit, which He said was unforgivable. It is my understanding that Jesus was referring to the time when the Holy Spirit would guide the apostles into all truth in revealing Christianity (John 16:12, 13). That complete will was not being revealed while Jesus was still on earth because He had not yet ascended to the right hand of God as both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:30, 36). This would be accomplished after He died for sin and was raised from the dead, which is when the Christian era began (Heb. 9:15-17). As a result, those who blasphemed Jesus while He was on earth could still be given an opportunity for forgiveness in the Christian era (as some of His earthly enemies received, Acts 2:36-38). If, however, they blasphemed the Holy Spirit (who would reveal the truth through the apostles), the unbelievers would be rejecting heaven’s last effort to save mankind. No other dispensation is coming. No other era will be available outside of Jesus Christ. To condemn and reject what the Spirit reveals is to reject God’s final word (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) and man’s only hope of salvation (Acts 4:12). 

Thus, anyone who blasphemes what the Spirit has revealed, especially about Christianity, is committing a sin that has no means of being pardoned. If you reject Christ, as recorded by the Spirit in the New Testament, there is nothing else God can do for you in providing forgiveness.  –Mike Thomas
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