Ungodly Fathers
There are few sights more pitiful in life than a man who betrays his family. Very few. This is the man who neglects his wife and children to pursue personal interests. He is the man who encourages his children to lie, steal, cheat, and to “win at any cost.” He is the man who cheats on his wife, has an abusive temper, gets drunk, or steals from the workplace when he can get away with it. He lives by the philosophy of “me first” and will do whatever he can to satisfy himself. And the worst part is his family sees his example of selfishness. What else can be said of a man like this other than he is pitiful? He is a pitiful display of leadership and influence. 
The Bible says Manasseh was an evil king who for years encouraged the people of God to worship idols and offer human sacrifices. When God punished Manasseh by sending him into captivity, he realized his error, repented of it, and returned to Jerusalem to remove the altars he had erected. It turns out it was a little too late in reversing the damage done by his influence, especially within his family. “Amon…did evil in the sight of the Lord, as his father Manasseh had done; for Amon sacrificed to all the carved images which his father Manasseh had made, and served them" (2 Chron. 33:21, 22). Ungodly fathers may realize their mistakes later in life and turn to serve God. This is good. However, the damage of their influence may be felt for generations when their children choose to imitate their years of ungodliness.  
One way to stem the tide of evil in this world is for men to demonstrate godliness in the home. The world needs more men who are loyal, dependable, and true to their families, especially during the formative years of their children. It needs men who are servants and willing to sacrifice; who are not too proud to admit their mistakes and correct them; who are thoughtful enough to consider their family’s needs; who are courageous enough to stand. We need men of integrity, for “The righteous man walks in his integrity; His children are blessed after him” (Pro. 20:7).  –Mike Thomas
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