Troubled Marriage
      
It is not uncommon for people to have marriage problems, even among the people of God. If left unchecked these problems can escalate to the point where divorce is believed to be the only solution. This is not only a tragedy, it is a sin. Jesus said a man is not to divorce his wife except for her sexual immorality, and by implication vice-versa (Matt. 5:32; 19:1-9). This is not always practiced and people must respond accordingly to their divorce (1 Cor. 7:10, 11). But the rule is: “A wife is not to depart from her husband…And a husband is not to divorce his wife.” What are some things a couple can do to work past their marriage problems? A few suggestions are:
Remove Divorce. Divorce should not be in the vocabulary of the children of God. The goal should be to work past any conflict because of a life-time commitment to one another. “Till death do us a part” is more than a phrase in a ceremony; it is a promise each person makes in their wedding vows. “I will be married to you until death separates us” is the thought, which is a scriptural thought (Rom. 7:2, 3). Obviously this does not negate what Jesus taught about the person with an unfaithful mate. Nevertheless, a couple that is going to work past their marriage problems is more inclined to do so when they are not looking for ways to get out of the marriage. Both must learn to forgive and to be content with one another.
Love your mate’s soul. I fear there are “innocent” parties in divorces for sexual immorality that are not so innocent, and have acted in ways to encourage their mate’s infidelity. Not that the guilty party is justified in committing adultery since that is unjustifiable (Pro. 6:30-32). However, some people neglect their mate and then turn to Jesus’ exception to divorce to justify ending their marriage. God is not ignorant of these motives (Heb. 4:13), obviously, but it happens. All of this can be avoided if people will consider the eternal soul of their mate, in treating them as “heirs together of the grace of life” (1 Pet. 3:7). Your mate is going to stand before God in judgment one Day and will either be sent to heaven or hell. Shouldn’t that move you to treat them with respect—realizing you both have a fragile, eternal soul? 
Talk. It’s as simple as that. Tell your mate what is lacking in your marriage and ask them to do the same; and be ready to hear the painful truth. Take an interest in life from your mate’s point of view. Compliment them often. This should prompt them to do the same with you, but if not at least you are meeting your responsibilities in marriage. They will have to answer for what they have done in marriage. Until then, “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them” (Col. 3:18, 19). This requires good communication. 
When two people serve one another in marriage like they should, they will see exactly what God intended in instituting the home (Gen. 2:18). It is one of life’s richest blessings. But God’s will must be at the center of marriage for it to thrive and flourish. For, “Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it” (Psa. 127:1). 
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