Today I Shed a Tear
 
Today, I shed a tear when I thought about the souls I know who have not obeyed the gospel. These are people I love who refuse to repent of their sin because of their desire to live for this present world and to follow the false doctrines of men. What I would give if they would come to their senses and become a Christian by obeying the gospel. Forgiveness is waiting for them by a God who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Tim. 2:3-4). But in their stubborn pride, these people will not humble themselves to the point of letting go of the world to take hold of the outstretched hand of God. And even though each of us “shall bear his own load” for how we respond to God’s will (Gal. 6:5), their rebellion against God still brings me to tears. Like Paul, my heart’s desire and prayer is that they may be saved, “For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God” (Rom. 10:3). 
Today, I shed a tear when I thought about the brethren I know who have departed from the faith. These are those who had enough sense and honesty to obey the gospel of Christ, but because of the influence of the world they have departed from the authentic pattern of Christianity as found in the New Testament. They have believed the lies of false teachers and placed their faith in the ignorance of foolish men. They have allowed their hearts to become hardened to the truth regarding the worship and work of the church, or marriage and divorce, or other pertinent doctrines. If the church may engage in any kind of worship and work, why did God give specific instructions for each? If divorce is insignificant to God, why did He make one exception to it? Indeed, “The Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron...” (1 Tim. 4:1-2). There is such a thing as Christians departing from the faith and no longer being right with God. 
Today, I shed a tear when I thought about the faithful saints who have gone on to the other side. They left this world with an example of someone who humbly obeyed the gospel of Christ and remained true to His word “unto death.” They remained “steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord” as their body slowly aged. And even though they had plenty of opportunity to join the crowd in redefining Christianity or rebelling against the will of God, especially when their  family followed the crowd, they stayed with the simple pattern of truth and were not moved away from the hope and faith of the gospel. While I find strength and encouragement from their unwavering dedication to God, I still weep when I remember their love and companionship. Without a doubt, “the memory of the righteous is blessed” (Pro. 10:7).
I look forward to the time when “God will wipe away every tear” and “there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying..." (Rev. 21:4). But until that day comes, I do “not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears” (Acts 20:31).
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