Retirement, Then What?
A father asked his ambitious son, “What are you plans in life?” The young man was quick to respond, “I’m going to graduate from high school and go to college.” The father nodded in agreement and asked, “That’s great son, then what?” 

“Then, I’m going to find a good job to make a good living for my family.” The father nodded once more in agreement and asked, “Well said, son. Then what?” “After that, I’m going to find a good woman and start a family of my own.” The father continued his reasoning, “That’s good son, then what?” 

“Then, I’ll work toward retirement,” said the young man. “Good, son, then what?” Lightheartedly the boy shrugged his shoulders and said, “Then, I guess I’ll die.” The father gave a stern look at his son asked, “That’s right, son, then what?” The boy was speechless.

We get so caught up in our pursuit of life, liberty, and happiness that we forget that this life is merely a stepping stone into the next. True reality is not seen in this life. We think we have it all figured out by setting goals for ourselves and getting things we want, but we don’t fully understand what is to come. Life’s greatest tragedy is not in missing out on something we want. Our greatest loss will be in awakening in eternity unprepared to meet God.

We can know there will be a resurrection of the just and unjust because Jesus taught it (John 5:28, 29). Every soul will give an account for the life given him by God (Rom. 14:11, 12). God has assured us of this reality by raising His Son from the dead, thus confirming accountability beyond the grave (Acts 17:30, 31). That is the “then what” we should be living for today. If you are not a Christian, you are unprepared for that which is to come beyond the grave. Become a Christian today by obeying the Lord’s gospel (Acts 8:26-40).  –Mike Thomas
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