The Pit
 
A man fell into a pit and couldn’t get out by himself. A feeler came along and said, ’I really feel for you down there.’ A thinker walked by and said, ‘It’s illogical that someone would fall down there.’ A Pharisee said, ‘Only bad people fall into pits, you know.’ A self-pitying person said, ‘You haven’t seen anything until you’ve seen my pit!’ A preacher said, ‘You deserve to fall into a pit.’ A Christian Scientist said, ‘The pit is all in your head.’ A psychologist said, ‘Your mother and father are to blame for your being in that pit.’ An optimist said, ‘Things could be worse.’ A pessimist said, ‘Things will get worse.’ A Christian came along, took him by the hand, and lifted him out of the pit.
I don’t know who penned those words. They were taken from a poem entitled The Pit, whose author is unknown. I think the author had an interesting perspective to share in noting the difference between professed compassion for others and genuine concern. The world is filled with people who claim to care about the person in a pit, but until someone actually reaches down and helps them out, they haven’t made a difference in that person’s life. It sounds similar to the parable Jesus taught on the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:29-37), which He concludes with “Go and do likewise.”
This is a great lesson to remember not only in helping out people financially or physically, but more importantly in remembering their need for God spiritually. It is not enough for us to feel bad for those in need and for wait awaits those who obey not the gospel of Christ (2 Thess. 1:8). That concern alone does not help them out of the pit. We must actually reach down and give them a chance to crawl out by extending the gospel to them. God has provided a way for all mankind to be forgiven of sin, and this salvation can only be found in Christ (Col. 1:14). Sharing this glorious news with others should be our greatest privilege and concern in life. 
I may feel sorry for those outside of Christ, in the pit of sin, but until I look for ways to help them out, my pity will be of no benefit to them, God or myself. 
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