When Texting is a Sin
 
Kentucky passed a law on July 15, 2010 that bans texting and driving, except for emergency situations. Any violators will be liable for a $25 fine for their first offense and $50 for subsequent offenses. This is an excellent law that should, ideally, reduce the instances of people swerving like drunkards while texting and driving. And since God commands people to obey the laws of the land (Rom. 13:1), Christians should now consider it a sin to text and drive. But this is not the only way people can sin by texting. There are many people who get themselves into trouble with these electronic messages by what and who they text, even if they’re not driving. 
SUGGESTIVE LANGUAGE. Some people use texting to flirt with people  they have no business being romantically involved with, namely someone else’s mate or someone other than their own mate. This is dangerously evil and immoral. God tells us to avoid  all types of sexual perversion by controlling our desires. “Abstain from sexual immorality…that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such” (1 Thes. 4:3, 7). 
GOSSIP. Records of texting remain long after they are sent. They do not disappear just because we delete them from your phone. That being so, would others be offended to learn what you are saying about them in your texts? Would they feel betrayed or wronged by you? God says the “hypocrite with his mouth destroys his neighbor” (Pro. 11:9). You may not be saying anything with your tongue while texting, but you can still slander people with your thumbs by spreading defamatory remarks. God’s faithful do not do this. 
CURSING or TAKING THE LORD’S NAME IN VAIN. There are phrases that can be texted that abbreviate curse words to one letter or use God’s name in vain. An example is OMG, which for the majority of people means, “Oh, my God!” People also add the first letter of curse words to that and other phrases. These abbreviated phrases have been around since the mid-90s when online chat rooms were gaining popularity. Nevertheless, Christians are supposed to express language that is clean and wholesome. “Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers” (Eph. 4:29). I wish I could convince people to not use the Lord’s name in vain, but it seems like that effort is made in vain nowadays. I guess the Lord Himself will have to correct them on Judgment Day for such irreverence (Matt. 12:36). 
Everything we text is seen by someone other than the person we’re texting. Not only by those who access those phones, but more importantly by God. So choose your words wisely. “In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, but he who restrains his lips is wise” (Pro. 10:19). 
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