Tattoos for Dummies
 
I think I have found the next book for the popular series of self-help books For Dummies. It is “Tattoos For Dummies.” With all the tattooing going on in this country, I think somebody has to step up and call all this skin painting what it really is—Dumb! People are not only permanently disfiguring their bodies, they’re engaging in behavior that will only lead to regret. 
I have never known anyone who did not eventually regret getting a tattoo. It is not uncommon to see older Christian men with faded formations on their arms that reveal a former life in the military. They no longer have the free spirit which lead to the tattoo, and are godly men today, but the regret is there from a stupid decision in the past. If they could go back in time they would not have gotten a tattoo, but they can’t so they do their best in living for God today. My beef is not with them. These tattooed Christians can and do live godly, productive lives.
My problem is with those who still have that spirit of “living for the moment” and doing whatever it takes to fit in the crowd. These are the ones with no shame toward tattooing; and are taking it to levels never seen before in this country. They are the young men who try to find the most enviable image to imprint on their body. What’s worse is it’s not just young men getting the tattoos nowadays. More and more females are shamelessly flaunting an image on their lower back, shoulders, arms, or wherever. Yuck! And not just Yuck — Dumb! Why do something that will only lead to regret, especially when you can’t find a decent job or when you can’t wear a dress without being embarrassed? And let’s not forget the aging process. What looks like a rose or butterfly today will eventually take the form of a frog or a bowl of soup as the skin ages. Are you sure you want to be that grandmother with those faded images on her body? Or the one who has to wear long sleeves to a summer cookout because the flower you painted on your arms (to fit in the crowd when you were young) now looks like a skin disorder? Do you really think you will never regret getting a tattoo?
 We as Christians should always want to be modest in how we dress and act. Christian women are told to view excessive attention with “shamefacedness” in not wanting such admiration (1 Tim. 2:9). A meek and quiet spirit are to be her garments instead (1 Pet. 3:3, 4). Christian men are to act with sobriety, reverence, and a genuine commitment to eternal things (Titus 2:2). Neither the man nor the woman should send the message to the world that the praise of men is all that matters in life. Yet, I know of no greater message sent by a tattoo than that of living for the moment. In some cases it sends other messages, especially of a sexual tone. Is this the kind of behavior we should be engaged in if our goal is to direct men to a life with God? 
When people see us decorated in tattoos do they think “godly” or “worldly”? If they’re like me, they’ll think the latter and throw in a “you big Dummy” as well. 
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