Mohawks & Tattoos
Would you believe that God forbade the Jews from shaving their heads in certain ways or in having tattoos? These were some of the regulations Moses gave in Leviticus 19:26-28. It is likely that these disfigurements were practiced by those who worshipped pagan gods; and that certain shavings and mutilations honored those gods. For whatever the reason the markings occurred, God did not want His people to embellish their bodies with such deformities. They were to remain holy to the Lord (v. 2).
Obviously, we are under a different law than the Law of Moses. The restrictions Moses gave regarding blood and witchcraft in Leviticus 19:26-28 are repeated in Christianity (Acts 15:20; Gal. 5:20), but nothing is said specifically in the New Testament about decorative head shavings and tattoos. This doesn’t necessarily authorize these things as it neither makes specific mention of rape, abortion, or cocaine. These activities are forbidden through the principles taught within the will of Christ, which Paul said could be anything associated with the works of the flesh (“and the like” Gal. 5:21). Using cocaine for recreational purposes is wrong because in principle “it is like” drunkenness.
Likewise, Christians will have to rely on the principles of Christianity in responding to the tattoo epidemic occurring in our nation. God wants His people to be modest in apparel and behavior; to not bring excessive attention to one’s self (1 Tim. 2:9-10). Has a person sinned in getting a tattoo? I don’t know. I know of some very decent people who have them. But I also know of many who get them to demonstrate defiance and to express sexual overtones. Is this truly in keeping with a person striving to be modest in behavior? If our goal is to honor God, why do things that bring so much attention to our self?  –Mike Thomas
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