Suicide Okay?
We all know what it’s like to be disappointed in ourselves. We make bad decisions and have bad things happen to us, which create misery and shame. Some will take this self-hate to the ultimate end by killing themselves. Is this acceptable to God?

It is always a risky endeavor for humans to determine what God does in eternity. He is the Judge of humanity and only He knows what happens to each person who departs from this life. The only thing we can know about His will is what He reveals; for “the secret things belong to God” (Deut. 29:29). Understanding that, we can know that He has always set a premium on human life (Gen. 9:5-6). Those who take life without His approval are subject to His judgment (Gal. 5:21; Rom. 13:4). John says in 1 John 5:16, “…There is sin leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about that.” Every sin results in spiritual death (Rom. 6:23), but not all result in physical death. That is the contrast John is making. We are to pray for all sinners except those whose sins result in physical death. The reason for this, I believe, is because there is nothing that can be done to alter their condition. Their life on earth is over; thus, they are no longer part of the realm where man is permitted choice to alter his eternal judgment (Heb. 9:27).  
Instead of suicide, we should realize there is no situation we cannot endure and overcome with God’s mercy. Judas hanged himself in shame for betraying Jesus (Matt. 27:3-5). But was his sin any worse than Peter’s denial of the Lord or even those who actually killed Jesus? Yet, Peter and some of those who murdered Jesus were forgiven of their unrighteousness (Acts 3:14-15; 4:4). So it can be with us and our sins. There is mercy in a forgiving God (Eph. 1:7). We might have to endure some awful consequences in life from our poor choices, but we can know that it won’t be forever. We will soon be forgotten on earth, yet we can rejoice in eternity for having placed our faith in Christ (Acts 16:25-34).  –Mike Thomas
Live Radio Program on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. on 106.3 F.M.

Beaver Dam Church of Christ
www.beaverdamchurch.com
