Thou Shall Not Steal
One of the ten commandments God gave the Israelites was a warning against stealing. Understandably, He gives the same warning in Christianity. “Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good…” (Eph. 4:28).
Theft is a major problem in society. According to CareerBuilder.com, one in ten workers will steal from the workplace. They secretly take money and property from the company, which God specifically warns against—“not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity” (Titus 2:10). Pilfering is the act of stealing in small quantities. It’s not the gun-touting bank robber; it’s the dishonest employer who every so often removes a few dollars from the cash register or takes home a few items off the shelf. God sees all of this and is adamant in His judgment: “thieves… will [not] inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Cor. 6:10). 

The Bible also warns against stealing another person’s spouse. “For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality… that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter” (1 Thess. 4:3-6). The fact is some men cannot be trusted around another man’s wife, and vice-versa. They don’t think twice about the pain they cause their mate, a person’s mate, or other family members in committing adultery. “Me, me, me” is their only concern in satisfying their sexual desires. So be it. God has a warning for them as well: “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge” (Heb. 13:4). 

The root cause for theft is covetousness, which is not to be found in a true disciple of Jesus Christ. He promises to provide all that you need as you seek first the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 6:33). Therefore, repent of this sin and have it washed away in becoming a Christian (1 Cor. 6:10, 11; Acts 18:8). You might not have as much in not stealing, or in returning what was stolen, but you will have your honor, integrity, and most importantly, God’s approval. –Mike Thomas
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