Sprinkling the Same as Baptism?
My wife and I have friends who thought it necessary to sprinkle their children with water soon after their birth. They believe children are born in sin and that pouring water on them is the same as the act of baptism as taught by Jesus and His apostles (Mark 16:16; Act 2:38, 41). Is this what the Bible teaches?

Baptism is a term that is mentioned only in the New Testament and it is defined as an immersion or submerging in water. The Old Testament equivalency would be when Naaman dipped in water for cleansing from leprosy (2 Kings 5:14). Similarly, when people were baptized in the New Testament, they “went down into the water” and were immersed (Acts 8:38) before they “came up” from the water (Matt. 3:16). This would be unnecessary if pouring or sprinkling water would accomplish God’s will. Only water can be poured or sprinkled, but baptism is something a person must do to become a Christian (Gal. 3:27). It is an act of submerging that is considered a “burial” into Christ through water (Rom. 6:3-4)—wherein people are “buried with Him in baptism” (Col. 2:12). This is hardly the language of an act that is the same as pouring or sprinkling, which were entirely different acts from dipping in the Bible (Lev. 4:6-7). 

With all due respect to my friends and relatives who sincerely believe this, it is not only unscriptural to sprinkle for baptism, it is also unnecessary and unauthorized to apply this to infants. The baptism taught by Jesus and His apostles was for those who could repent of sin (Acts 2:38; 3:19) and confess their faith in Jesus as the Son of God (Acts 8:36-37; Rom. 10:9-10). An infant has neither the ability nor the responsibility to make these choices, especially since baptism is for salvation from sin (1 Pet. 3:21). Jesus said children make up the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 18:3). But for those of us who have sinned, it is our privilege and responsibility to “be saved from this perverse generation” by becoming a child of God through Christ. He is our only hope of mercy from our rebellion (Rom. 6:23). Thus, “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). –Mike Thomas
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