Spousal Christians
 
Are you a “spousal” Christian? Are you a person who practices religion only because that is what your spouse believes and practices? Do you attend church where you do because your mate wants to attend there? When your mate is unable to attend, do you use that as an excuse to miss worship as well? Do you support the teachings of the church because your mate believes those things? If you answer yes to any of these questions, you are a spousal Christian. You are “following” Jesus and practicing a religion, but not for the right reasons.  
After He fed 5,000 people with 5 loaves of bread, Jesus later told them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled” (John 6:26). They were following Jesus, but not to practice His will. They were interested in how Jesus could help them in a carnal, non-spiritual way; they wanted a Lord who appealed to the physical man. The same thing is happening to spousal Christians today. They may attend a church that teaches the truth in doctrine (one Lord, one faith, one baptism, Eph. 4:4-5), but deep down inside, they would rather practice a version of Christianity that is not as demanding or judgmental. They would rather engage in a religion that focuses mainly on enhancing the physical man. 
These “Christians” need to realize that Jesus said it is not enough to call Him Lord to be saved. We must also be willing to obey His will. He said, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven” (Matt. 7:21). If we follow Him just to please the flesh, we are not following Him for the right reasons—nor are we finding the real blessings He can give us. Those who followed Him for physical bread failed to benefit from the greater things Jesus could give them, namely the bread of eternal life. “The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63). Those who are religious today simply for the benefit of the physical man (food, entertainment, social programs), to maintain the approval of others, are missing out on the real blessings Jesus can give, like peace, forgiveness, and eternal life. 
For all the times you attend services to please your mate, you can find so much more by practicing the truth to please God. If you would just follow Jesus, instead of your mate, you would find something in Christianity you haven’t yet seen. Instead of seeing religion as a means to build up the physical man, you would see that Jesus offers so much more. He says, “Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you” (John 6:27). Neither your mate nor any other person can surpass that offer.
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