How Sincere Are You?
The word sincere has an interesting history. It comes from two Latin words which mean "without wax." When a sculptor or potter from ancient times would notice a crack in their statues or pottery, the dishonest dealers would seal the cracks with wax and sell the pieces at full price. In time, the buyer would experience a loss as the pottery leaked or the statue lost its form. To help distinguish their work from the fraudulent, the honest dealers would post signs that read, sine cera which means “without wax.” The quality of the work was authentic and real. What appeared to be a solid statue or unbroken pottery was just that—free from hidden cracks and flaws.

How sincere are you in your walk with God? Is it real and authentic, or is it something that only appears that way to the casual observer? How real is your faith and love for God? Paul encouraged Christians to refine their faith, so as to avoid error, “That you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ” (Philippians 1:10).


There is one sure way of knowing whether or not our faith is what it should be. Let it be exposed to the fires of trials and difficulties of truth. If I look for ways to give up or quit the Christian walk, it is evident I am not as sincere as I appear to be (1 Peter 1:7). In that case, I need to spend more time with my Maker in developing my love for Him.   
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