Sin of Silence
 
We are told that “silence is golden” when not having the right answer. Certainly there is “a time to keep silence, and a time to speak” (Eccl. 3:7). But sometimes we can remain silent at the wrong time and actually create more evil by not saying anything.  
Some will not confess a faith in Christ because they do not want to be rejected by others (John 12:42, 43). This silence is a sin and must be repented of before the times of refreshing will come from the Lord. “For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Rom. 10:10). 
There are times when one Christian will manipulate and abuse another Christian (3 John 9, 10). Those who would be called the sons of God cannot remain silent when witnessing such injuries. There is a time to mind our own business (1 Pet. 4:15) and there is a time to speak up. When injustices among brethren become known, it is time to speak up and no longer remain silent (Phil. 4:2, 3).  
Christians are not to remain silent when error infiltrates the local church. Yes, we are to exercise patience as we help one another grow in knowledge of God’s word. But we cannot use this as an excuse to not speak out against false doctrine and ungodly influences (2 Tim. 2:17, 18; Titus 1:11). How many brethren could have been rescued from the destructive paths of divorce, the social gospel, or manmade religions had faithful Christians not remained silent? How many could be restored if we would yet speak up? This doesn’t guarantee obedience on their part, but at least we are giving people an opportunity to know God’s will (2 Tim. 2:25). The Lord’s work needs Christians who will speak the truth in love (vv. 2, 24). 
Every soul will stand before God in judgment. Those who have not obeyed the gospel are not ready for that day— when the Lord takes “vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thess. 1:7). Every Christian is indebted to the one who taught them the truth. Let us not sin in silence by not passing the truth on to another (Rom. 10:13-17). 
Telling others about God’s word is a monumental task, which is why Paul asked God for help in speaking “as I ought to speak” (Col. 4:4). Since every maturing Christian “ought to be teachers” (Heb. 5:12), we need the same prayer for wisdom of words. Silence is not always possible when serving God. 
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