Second Chances in Eternity?
Will we get a second chance in eternity to obey God and avoid hell? There are those who believe this idea is taught in 1 Peter 3:19, which says the Spirit “went and preached to the spirits in prison.”   Does the Bible teach second chances in eternity?

The context of Peter’s statement makes it clear he was referring to the teaching opportunities the dead received in life and not what is done for them in eternity. The “spirits in prison” were those “who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah…” (1 Pet. 3:20). They were judged by God for their disobedience when God flooded the world. But it’s not like they did not have time and opportunity to repent beforehand because Noah preached to his generation (2 Pet. 2:5). Where did Noah get his message that warned his generation of an impending flood? From the Holy Spirit! “By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen…” (Heb. 11:7).  Thus, when Noah revealed what he received from the Spirit, it was if the Spirit Himself was preaching to that generation, who were spirits in Hades by the time of Peter’s writings (cf., Luke 16:23; Acts 2:31).

Those who are counting on a second chance to prepare for Judgment Day are in for a sad awakening. The Bible gives no such assurance. Instead, it teaches that “it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). Not wanting anyone to perish, God is patiently giving men opportunities now to hear and obey the gospel (2 Pet. 3:9). If God is going to give everyone a second chance in eternity to respond to His will, why does He give us so many warnings about preparing in this life for Judgment Day? If He will preach the gospel to the condemned in eternity, why is He patiently waiting for sinners to repent in this life? Will anyone actually refuse to obey the gospel in eternity (with the pleasures of life over and the flames of hell in sight)? 

Be not deceived, good friends. We shall each give account for the “things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). Become a Christian today (Acts 2:38). –Mike Thomas
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