What is Scientology?
John Travolta, Tom Cruise, Nicole Kidman, Kirstie Alley, Lisa Marie Presley. These are some of the celebrities who openly endorse the religion of Scientology. What is this strange faith and what does it teach? 

Scientology is the brain child of L. Ron Hubbard, an American who was born in 1911 and died in 1986. In 1950 he authored the book Dianetics: The Modern Science of Mental Health, which supposedly teaches a person how to cope with his conflicts in life. The theory of Dianetics promised to cure almost any physical and mental ailment—including wrinkles—by cleansing people's memories of traumatic past experiences so they could arrive at a "clear" mental state. It remains the most popular self-help book ever sold. Using the principles found in this book, Hubbard formed the Church of Scientology in 1954 in Los Angeles. It is estimated to now have 8 million members worldwide. 

From the Church of Scientology website of its church in Nashville, I was able to find the following facts. 

God is what you make Him. “Scientology affirms the existence of a Supreme Being, although its dogma is unique and does not include the worship of one. Scientology believes that only through total spiritual enlightenment can one then truly discover and understand the Supreme Being.”

A form of reincarnation is taught. “Today in Scientology, many people have certainty that they have lived lives prior to their current one. These are referred to as past lives, not as reincarnation.”

Scientology claims to be a religion that can be practiced alongside with any other religion. The official handbook of Scientology (p. 544) says, “In Scientology there is no attempt to change a person's beliefs or to persuade him away from any religion to which he already belongs. Scientology is all-denominational in that it opens its membership to people of all faiths. Membership in Scientology does not mean that there is any necessity to leave your current church, synagogue, temple or mosque. Scientology respects all religions." This is a claim, of course, for those who have come out of Scientology testify to its cult-like control over a person. 

The motive of Hubbard in forming Scientology was money. Imagine that. Reader’s Digest in May 1981 quoted the founder for saying, "Writing for a penny a word is ridiculous. If a man really wants to make a million dollars, the best way would be to start his own religion." This is supposedly why he went so strongly after celebrities who could market his product. Though a person may attend many services and classes for free, those who advance within the religion must graduate from study courses, with several beginning at $100. Once a person reaches the highest level of the faith, he will have spent between $365,000 to $380,000 (www.xenu.net/archive/CoS_prices).

Obviously, this is just another religion formed by a man who thinks he’s wiser than God. Every generation has some (1 Cor. 1:18-21). So far, God is the only One still standing.
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