Satan’s Greatest Weapon
 
Satan has an arsenal of weapons that he uses to influence people away from God. Paul told Christians, “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6:11). We are not to be naïve to his influence or “ignorant of his devices” (2 Cor. 2:11).
In analyzing Satan’s devices, consider the awesome power of his greatest weapon. It has the ability to convince Christians to condone sins they never would have in their zeal as a growing Christian. This weapon is so powerful that it causes once-dedicated Christians to support things like fornication, denominationalism, divorce for reasons other than adultery, Institutionalism, and even homosexuality. “What? That’s impossible. There is no way mature Christians will ever endorse these things!” Yet, because of this weapon, sound Christians who know the truth of God’s word on these things are now either silent in their opposition to them or are gradually condoning them.
What weapon has this much destructive power over Christians? It is none other than family. Many Christians lose their faith in God’s word because of the influence of their earthly family. 
It is not uncommon for mature Christians to weaken their stand against their family’s sins. I have seen “those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift” eventually turn their back on the very faith they once defended because of their family’s condition. They used to preach “one Lord, one faith, one baptism” yet are now in synch with denominations in saying one faith is good as another. These are Christians who once were resolved in their mind that it is a sin for a couple to live together in fornication only to change their thinking when their family becomes guilty of such. Some who spoke out most loudly against divorce for reasons other than adultery are now making exceptions for family. This spirit of compromise has even convinced some to rethink God’s condemnation of homosexuality now that a grandchild is one. They no longer see the road to heaven as a confining, narrow way that few will follow. The path to eternal life, in their mind, is suddenly broad and wide for a God who won’t condemn anyone to hell except Satan. 
The secret to defeating Satan’s greatest weapon is the same as it has always been: love God more than anyone else, including family. Our Lord and Savior said “a man's enemies will be those of his own household” as He challenged Christians to bear the cross of placing Him before earthly family (Matt. 10:36-38). Notice that He did not list second and third cousins or distant relatives as our threat. He specified those who are most immediate to us: parents, children, and in-laws. We will either meet that challenge or we will follow our family in compromising God’s word. Either way, the fact remains that no Christian will ever make it to heaven without having to choose God over family. 
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