Abusing Sardis
 
When a Christian joins a church practicing error he sometimes excuses it by saying, “Well, there were a few at Sardis who were not condemned, so who can say God will not approve of my coming here?” Is this the lesson we are to learn from the church at Sardis (Rev. 3:1-6)?
The context of Jesus’ reference to Sardis discusses His displeasure with them for dying spiritually (Rev. 3:1). They had a reputation as a vibrant and living church (v. 1), especially in comparison to smaller congregations, but God knew their real condition of being spiritually lifeless. Therefore, to remain in fellowship with God they had to repent (v. 3). In the midst of making these condemning statements, Jesus acknowledged, “Nevertheless, you have a few names who have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy” (v. 4). Before we use this example to justify attending churches that practice error, we should observe a couple of facts from the text.
Inactivity is not the same as blatant error. A congregation may not be meeting its God-given potential, which is sinful to say the least, but it is not the same as a church that has never been right with God. Sardis had fellowship with God but was losing it to their laziness and worldly pursuits. Churches today that begin in error must first be proven to be of God before they can be compared to Sardis (Matt. 15:13; Eph. 4:4-6). 
 God was about to judge the church at Sardis if it did not repent (v. 3). This was not an environment God condoned, much less encouraged His people to remain in. He was about to judge the church if it did not repent of its sin! Why then would we use this example as justification to attend a church practicing error? It is like turning to Judas’ example to justify embezzlement or denying Christ. Yes, we may be imitating an example in the Bible, but it’s not the kind of emulation that saves us.   
The apostles taught Christians to avoid religious error in every form, from idolatry (1 Cor. 10:21) to any unscriptural belief or practice (Gal. 4:10, 11; 5:4; Col. 2:16-19). If the first Christians were forbidden from practicing doctrines once condoned in the Law of Moses, what does that say about beliefs and practices originating from men? God gave birth to the Law of Moses, yet removed it and forbade people from going back to it. If He does not permit worship and beliefs that He once required, what does that say about practices He never taught (Acts 2:42)?
 It is never God’s plan for us to fellowship error (2 Cor. 6:14-18; Eph. 5:11). Yes, Paul was all things to all men to save them, and was in assemblies that practiced error (Acts 18:4), but he was never without law toward Christ while evangelizing (1 Cor. 9:21). He never participated in sinful doctrines to persuade people to repent. In our efforts to win people to the Lord, let us always “do all things in the name of the Lord” (Col. 3:17). If we are unable to convince the erring to repent, in the community we live, it is time to either move or start a sound church. Error is never an option.
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