Salvation By Faith Only?
“Is salvation at the point of believing in Jesus as the Son of God or is there more involved?” This is a good question and I will address it from the word of God.
It is always good to think of the salvation available in Christ. We each have sinned (Rom. 3:23) and are in need God’s mercy (Rom. 6:23). This forgiveness is found in Jesus, “in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:14).

Since Jesus died for the sins of mankind will all humans be forgiven? No, for not all will meet the conditions of salvation (Matt. 7:21-23). One of the conditions of redemption is belief in Jesus as the Son of God (John 8:24). Without this confidence in Him we cannot be forgiven of sin. But just acknowledging that fact about Him does not forgive a person, as seen in the case of the rulers who believed in Jesus but would not confess Him (John 12:42-43). They believed the facts about Jesus, but would not surrender their lives to Him in humble obedience. This is the difference between a saving faith and dead faith (Jas. 2:19-26). Abraham was justified for having faith and works of obedience, “and not by faith only” (Jas. 2:24). 

Jesus asked, “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord’ and do not the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46). He wants more than lip service; He wants people who trust Him in humble obedience. This requires more than just believing the facts about Him as God’s Son. We must also be willing to repent of sin to be saved (Acts 2:38; 17:30), to confess our faith in Jesus (Rom. 10:9-10; Acts 8:36-37), and to be immersed in water for salvation (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16). This is how we enter the body of Christ (Gal. 3:26-27; Rom. 6:3-4). This doesn’t warrant salvation since we are saved by grace through faith in Jesus (Eph. 2:8-9). But it does show we have met the conditions of salvation, which even the Ephesians had to do (Acts 19:3-5).   –Mike Thomas
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