What Must I Do To Be Saved?
A man, who was at the brink of suicide, was encouraged by the apostle Paul to not go through with it. The man was a jailer who was responsible for the prisoners housed at Philippi. By the hand of God, there was an earthquake one night that left all the prison doors open. When the jailer saw the open doors, he assumed the prisoners had escaped and drew his sword to take his life (fearing what the government would do to him for losing so many prisoners). Paul became aware of this and talked the man out of it. “Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. And he brought them out and said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’” (Acts 16:29-30). Paul gave the jailer specific instructions that night that resulted in his rejoicing (v. 34). Obviously, we need to learn what Paul told him if we want the truth to the same question today.

The apostle Paul told the troubled inquisitor, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household” (v. 31). If the man wanted salvation, he had to place his faith in the only person who could provide it: Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12; 1 Tim. 2:5). He was not told to place his faith in the teachings of Mohammad, Joseph Smith, or some denomination. The jailer was told to believe on Jesus. 

The careful Bible student will respond with, “Other verses say we are supposed to confess and repent to be saved. Why were these things not mentioned by Paul?” The answer is in the next verse, “Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house” (Acts 16:32). There were other things Paul taught the man that night in order to be saved in Jesus. Certainly, we can know that just acknowledging the fact that Jesus is Lord does not make one a Christian (John 12:42-43; Jas. 2:19-20). Paul never taught such an idea, nor did he practice it (Acts 22:16). In stating belief in Jesus, Paul was laying the foundation for salvation; he wasn’t giving the only step to salvation. Through further teaching, the jailer learned of the need to repent of sin (Acts 2:38), confess faith in Jesus (Rom. 10:9-10), and to be immersed in water for salvation (Mark 16:16). We can know this because that’s what is taught in the New Testament and that’s what the jailer did that night (Acts 16:33). It was after he obeyed the gospel that he rejoiced, “having believed in God with all his household” (v. 34). Do you want the same salvation today? Then place your faith in the same Lord and the same gospel (Rom. 1:16). Read for yourself to see what the Bible says.  –Mike Thomas
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