Running From God
“Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, ‘Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before Me.’ But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD” (Jonah 1:1-3).
I guess Jonah thought he had a good reason to try to run from the presence of God. Nineveh was a scary place. The capital of Assyria had over 120,000 children (4:11), with an estimated total population of around 600,000. That’s a large city even by today’s standards. Then factor in that Assyrians were known for hating the Hebrews, Jonah’s race, and it is easy to see why he would be reluctant to preach to the wicked city. Would you want to preach to a foreign city that hates Americans? 

Jonah is not the only person in history to avoid his responsibility to God. The Jews who went into captivity tried to “put far off the day of doom” (Amos 6:3) by focusing on their luxuries (vv. 4-7). God warned of their pending judgment, and their need to obey Him, but they chose instead to recline on their “beds of ivory” while listening to “the sound of stringed instruments” and drinking “wine from bowls.” The pursuit of pleasure kept them from dealing with their obligations to God. Sound familiar?

Why are we always so busy? Why do we immerse ourselves in work, education, sports, politics, and the other “important” pursuits of life, yet rarely have time to study the Bible, attend church, or think on eternal things? One reason is we are trying to run from God. We have “put off the day of doom” by turning to people, pleasure, and profit instead. This is all in vain, of course, for “there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account” (Heb. 4:13). Yet, like Jonah we think we can pull it off anyway. 
Instead of running from God, let us place our faith in His Son by repenting of sin (Luke 13:3), confess our faith in Him (Rom. 10:9, 10), and be immersed into His body (Gal. 3:26, 27). Anything less will only lead to troubled waters. –Mike Thomas
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