Religious But Rong
Some of the most religious people Paul found in his journeys were the idolaters in Athens. As he passed through the city, he noticed a statue for every god imaginable on display. And lest they left one out unintentionally, the Athenians had a statue to “The unknown God” erected as well. Paul’s response to such idolatry? “Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious” (Acts 17:22). There was no questioning their sincerity and dedication to what they believed to be right. But in their ignorance they had not submitted to the one and only God, “who made the world and everything in it” (v. 24). They may have been religious but they were wrong in their conclusions and understanding of truth. If they wanted to be true disciples of God, they had to repent of such idolatry for God “now commands all men everywhere to repent” (v. 31). 

Is this not a good text to prove that it matters to God what we believe and do in religion? The popular theory of our time is “one church is as good as another.” Or, “as long as you are sincere, it doesn't matter what you practice in religion.” We are seeing the fallacy of this philosophy as people who once applied it only to “Christianity” are now endorsing all sorts of non-Christian faiths, especially Islam. What feeble creatures we are who feel the need to be consistent. And if “one is as good as another” has worked so well for years regarding Christian churches, why not extend it to all sorts of faiths and religions, even those who deny Jesus is the Son of God? I guess it’s only time before Satanists receive the right hand of fellowship as well. 

Friends, if Paul had believed like so many of our time would he have even said anything to the Athenians about idolatry? Why not let the ignorant remain in their happy, contented state if one religion is as good as another to God? Because God commands all men everywhere to repent! It matters not if you are religious or sincere, are you righteous and doing the will of God? Are you submitting to His will as a holy God who demands holy obedience from you? Will ignorance save you? If so, why did Jesus even bother with coming to the world? Why not stay up in heaven and let men do what they think is best if all that matters is sincerity and good intention? Because having a “zeal for God, but not according to knowledge” is not enough to save us (Rom. 10:2). We must come to God through the truth if we are to be found by Him (1 Tim. 2:3, 4).  We might be religious, but that doesn’t mean we can’t be “rong”.  
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