Are We Reincarnated Beings?
Years ago, I became friends with a man who believed in reincarnation. He told me that a person will go through several cycles of life until they reach perfection. These cycles can include anything that has life: human, plants, and animals. This philosophy is closely related to the teachings of the Hindu religion (See “reincarnation” in shaivam.org).
The Bible offers a different hope. Because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we can know that life on earth is a one-time event with a resurrection to judgment awaiting us after death (Acts 17:30-31). In fact, Jesus gives us some insight into life after death with the story of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16. From this account, we can know that people are alert after death (v. 23), are in one of two environments (v. 25), and are unable to change their condition (v. 26). The time for making choices to alter one’s judgment is limited to life on earth (2 Cor. 5:10). The only thing awaiting people after death is the Day of Judgment, which God will administer to all of us in the end (John 5:24-29).

The most important decision we will ever make is how we prepare for death. We can take hold of the human philosophies like reincarnation, but the resurrection of Jesus makes it impossible to classify Him as just another philosopher. His resurrection proves He has power over death and can give us hope beyond this life. But the catch is eternal life is only promised to those who are faithful believers in Him (1 John 5:11). This is where God has confined redemption (Col. 1:14), which is the test of life. 
Are you in Christ? Do you know? There are many false philosophies in the world, even among professed Christians, so you must carefully examine every teaching (1 John 4:1). Not all who think they are right with God are actually saved (Acts 26:9). We must believe in Christ by obeying His will to be saved (Matt. 7:21-22). This requires the gospel. Have you obeyed it? Do you know it? You can (Acts 2:36-41). If you need help in understanding it, we are here to help.  –Mike Thomas
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