What Could Have Been
 
Many good men and women of God have gone to their grave with the darkest of evils surrounding them because of their sin. The greatest example of this in the Bible is King David. A man after God’s own heart, for most of his life, but also a man who died while drowning in pain because of his sins of sexual immorality, lying, and murder. Forgiven? Yes. Free from burden? Far from it. He had many dark days to endure before he left this world. 
I imagine what had to hurt David the most was the thought of “what could have been” had he not given in to his temptations. How much better could his life (on earth) have been had he controlled himself that one day and not yield to the sins that followed? The world will never know. God let him know, though, that this decision ruined many earthly blessings.  
	I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. I gave you your master's house and your master's wives into your keeping, and gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if that had been too little, I also would have given you much more! Why have you despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in His sight? You have killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the people of Ammon. Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.' Thus says the LORD: 'Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun.’ (2 Sam. 12:7-11)
Trouble would remain in David’s house for the rest of his days. Before he went to his grave, he had to witness the sins of his children: Amnon rape Tamar, Absalom murder Amnon, Absalom try to kill him for the throne, Absalom’s death, and so on. David may have been forgiven of his sins with Bathsheba, but the consequences of those actions remained with him the rest of his days. Darkness tarried with him because of his sin (cf., 2 Sam. 13:30-31; 18:33). 
Will you be wise and learn from the mistakes of others? Will you avoid the life-altering consequences of immorality, lying, and murder? If you have done these and similar sins, will you patiently endure the consequences? We will never know how life could have been for us had we not chosen certain sins in the past. Worry won’t change that. We can, however, have confidence to “come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:16). We can also choose to do right with whatever time we have left on earth. Our life does not have to be a total loss because of the grace and mercy available in Christ. David had enough sense to realize that his only hope of a better life was in the mercy of God (Psa. 38:21, 22). Will you make the same choice with your own sins? Be wise and return to God. What could have been on earth is not nearly as fatal as what will be for those who die apart from God.  

Mike Thomas   
Standing Firm, 
Feb. 2008

