What is the Rapture?
 
The gist of the Rapture is that Christ will come to suddenly take away His saints just before a 7 year period of tribulation on earth. It supposedly will be similar to the way God took Enoch and Elijah (Heb. 11:5; 2 Ki. 2:11). According to Tim LaHaye, co-author of the popular Left Behind series, the Rapture will not be as secretive as is commonly believed. In his book, Rapture Under Attack, he says:
A million conversations will end midsentence. A million phone receivers will suddenly go dead. A woman will reach for a man’s hand in the dark…and no one will be there...Think of the countless homes where, ‘in the twinkling of an eye,’ only clothes will remain in the chair where a believer sat moments before. Consider the passengers aboard airplanes with a Christian crew. Many believe that the Rapture will result in titanic chaos as Christian auto and bus drivers, train engineers, pilots and other suddenly vanish. The Rapture just may create the greatest freeway gridlock in history! The world will somehow have to come to terms with millions of missing Christians. The ensuing outcry of sorrow, loss, and confusion will make the Rapture a well-publicized event, dominating the media for weeks and weeks. (p. 40)
There are a few things wrong with this doctrine:
Only One Return. The Bible says Jesus is only returning one other time since His time on earth (Heb. 9:28), “a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.” There is no verse that says He will appear a third time, let alone of Him ever setting foot on this earth again. The faithful children of God, who are living at the time of His return, will rise up to meet Him in the air (1 Thess. 4:17). 
Only One Resurrection. The Premillenial doctrine has three resurrections occurring: one at the Rapture (of the saints), one at the end of the Tribulation (of those converted in the Tribulation then martyred) and one at the end of the millennial reign (of the wicked). The Bible has only one resurrection occurring, which will take place when the Lord returns for His saints (1 Cor. 15:52). Paul said “there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust” (Ac. 24:15). When will the just be raised? When Christ returns (1 Thess. 4:17). When will the unjust be raised? When Christ returns (Jn. 5:28-29). The dead will all be raised simultaneously because that will mark the end of time on earth and the beginning of judgment for mankind. 
Only One Earth. When Jesus returns, we won’t have to worry about buses driven by Christians causing “the greatest freeway gridlock in history” because there won’t be any buses or freeways in existence. Once the saints have met the Lord in the air, “the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up” (2 Pet. 3:10). This is quite different than the world LaHaye anticipates. He says the sinner will have 7 years of tribulation to get his life right with God, then raised when Jesus comes a third time. This is not only not found in the Bible, it takes away the urgency that comes with preparing to meet the Lord today (2 Pet. 3:11-12; 1 Thess. 5:1-2). Why worry about a thief in the night if we get to regain all that he takes from us unexpectedly?  
People who place their faith in the Rapture are not abiding in the one hope God promises (Eph. 4:4). 
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