Putting Away Lying
      
Three boys were late to school for playing video games. They agreed to tell the principal their tardiness was unavoidable because of a flat tire. The principal heard their case then placed them each in separate rooms and told them to write down which tire was flat. The boys failed the test. 
The Bible tells of a similar scene when two people, a husband and wife, told a lie about how much they gave to the Lord. Ananias sold a possession “and kept back part of the proceeds, his wife being aware of it, and brought a certain part” and gave it to the church (Acts 5:1, 2). Peter was aware of this and asked Ananias, “Why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit?” Their crime was not in how much they gave to the Lord. One of the differences between Christianity and the Law of Moses is that God no longer commands a tithe from His people (1 Cor. 16:1, 2). The amount we give is our choice, from a cheerful, grateful heart (2 Cor. 9:7). Ananias and Saphira’s mistake was in lying about how much they gave—most likely to receive praise from men. The end result was God struck down both of them that day (Acts 5:5,10) to confirm, among other things, His unwillingness to condone lying. 
How differently would things be today if God judged us immediately for lying? How careful would we be to tell the truth? Would we take more seriously God’s command to not lie? “Therefore, putting away lying, let each one of you speak the truth” (Eph. 4:25). 
The truth is we are judged by God every time we lie. We might still have breath in our lungs, but that doesn’t mean our lies haven’t separated us from Him. We just haven’t felt the spiritual consequences yet. The time is coming when “all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone” (Rev. 21:8). This should motivate us to tell the truth and accept its consequences. It might hurt and bring us embarrassment, but it won’t be as painful and enduring as the final judgment awaiting all liars. Now is the time to be saved from all sin, including lying (Pro. 28:13; 1 John 1:9). 
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