Procrastinating Godliness
 
It had been 16 years since the Jews returned from captivity, yet they still had not completed rebuilding of the temple—a project God used to return them to Judah (Ezra 1:1-5). They promised to do this noble work, in honor of their Savior, but had become distracted with the their own interests. Haggai the prophet was sent in to issue this reminder:  
Thus speaks the LORD of hosts, saying: 'This people says, "The time has not come, the time that the Lord's house should be built."' Then the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying, "Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, and this temple to lie in ruins?" (Hag. 2:1-4)
Their problem was not a fear of doing a poor job on the temple; they had enough skill and resources to panel their houses! Their problem was what we struggle with even today: procrastination. “The time has not come” is what they told themselves in putting off the Lord’s work. The reality was the right time was not coming as long as they cared more for their own houses than they did the Lord’s. 
We slowly poison our lives with the lies of procrastination. We convince ourselves that we will do more for the Lord when the time comes, but deep down inside we have as much intention in making those changes as the Jews had in finishing the temple. “One day, I’ll apply myself to be the leader my family needs.” “One day, I’ll become more active in church.” “One day, I’ll make an effort to invite people to services.” “One day, I’ll have more brethren into my home.” But one day never comes. Before we know it, 16 years have passed and we still haven’t sent the first card or made the first call. Meanwhile, we enjoy all the luxuries we can in our paneled houses. As long as the satellite bill is paid and the pantry is full, we have all that we want out of life. 
This is not to say it is wrong to enjoy the blessings of life (1 Tim. 6:17) or the portion God gives us under the sun. The question is are we putting forth the same effort in the work of God as we are in filling our lives with luxury? Are we as concerned about telling His gospel to a dying world as we are about earthly appearances? If we haven’t done those good deeds yet, when will we? At what point will we teach that Bible class, lead that public prayer, or talk to our family about God? When will we become a more skillful worker for the Lord? “The lazy man is wiser in his own eyes than seven men who can answer sensibly” (Pro. 26:16). A procrastinator will always find ways to justify himself. 
We only get one life to exercise faith in God and to make a difference in this world for Him—for “there is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going” (Eccl. 9:10). The earth and its works, including your home, will burn up one day, but the work of God is eternal. Are you still going about your Father’s business in seeking first the kingdom of heaven? 
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