Procrastinating with God
The grace of our wonderful God, which provides the forgiveness of sin, is available to each of us. The Bible says, “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age” (Titus 2:11-12). 

These verses make it clear that God’s grace: (1) is available for everyone, (2) demands repentance of sin, and (3) requires righteous living on our part. Most men celebrate the fact that is willing to forgive them of their sinful rebellion. This is appropriate for who among us is worthy of it? “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God!” (1 John 3:1). The problem with God’s grace (from man’s perspective) is what it requires of men: “teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age.” The holy requirements of God’s word keep people from responding to His matchless grace.

“I’ll get around to it one of these days” is what we tell ourselves to ease our guilty conscience, but that day never seems to come. We take the position of Felix, who upon hearing Paul preach on “righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come…was afraid and answered, ‘Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will call for you’” (Acts 24:25). The Bible gives no record of Felix ever making that call; he never responded to God’s grace. 

Paul pleaded with people to not “receive the grace of God in vain” (2 Cor. 6:1). God extends His mercy to us, but as long as we refuse to submit to Him, His grace is of no benefit to us. We must respond in faith and obedience to be saved; for Jesus is “the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him” (Heb. 5:9). Will you respond in faith today by becoming a Christian? Jesus sent His apostles into the world to “make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:19). Will you be made a disciple of Jesus? Will you leave a life of foolish sin for a life of forgiveness and hope? Will you be baptized into Christ? God’s grace is pleading with you to come to Him…today! Let us know if we can help you.  –Mike Thomas
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