Was the Preacher Referring to Me?
I believe we all have been in a Bible class or worship service and wondered if the speaker was directing his thoughts at us. “Is the preacher referring to me? Does he know what has been happening in my life?” It happens to us all. If you listen to enough sermons, which maturing Christians do, you will hear something that affects your life by either rebuking a sin or by exhorting you to overcome a weakness. This is not because the speaker knows something about your private life per se. It is because of the power of God’s word and the nature of truth that cuts a person to the heart (Hebrews 4:12). 

There was a time when an older Christian man came up to me after a sermon and accused me of attacking him from the pulpit. When I tried to assure him that I had no idea what he was talking about, he insisted on believing I had it in for him. This incident should teach us to remember two things when we believe the preacher or teacher is speaking to us: (1) you don’t know that and cannot safely assume that without asking the speaker; and (2) it doesn’t matter. If the truth is being taught and it applies to our life, it doesn’t matter who tells us about it. The important thing to realize is that God’s word is speaking to our heart and that HE knows how we are falling short. Not only does our guilty conscience reveal that to Him, it should say the same thing to us. Instead of accusing the preacher or Bible class teacher of coming after us, we should be spiritually mature enough to accept the truth of God’s word, and be thankful for being made better.   

Obviously, there will be preachers who abuse the pulpit and personally attack people. This is unfortunate and God will judge them for that. However, even then, we should be mature enough to see if the truth being taught applies to our life. Those who have a heart to please God will always rejoice in the teaching of His word – even if it is done by teachers and preachers with improper motives (Philippians 1:15-18).  
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