Permission to Live
 The only reason you are alive today is because God has said you can live. Do you believe it? He has allowed you to see this day because of His mercy on you. Had He not, you would have disappeared from the face of the earth last week or some other time before then.
 “How do you know this day is from God?” Because the Bible says so! Notice the language of James 4:13-15, “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there’...whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow...Instead, you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.’” Did you catch that? “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that”! In other words, we cannot boast in our life (as if we exist independent of God) because we can only live if He wills! If He wants to remove us from life, today, He can. If we live to see tomorrow or the next day, we do so by His mercy. He has the power to remove our very breath right now if He wanted. Since that is so, shouldn’t we live in constant humility and appreciation of Him, in faithful obedience? Shouldn’t we treat each day for what it really is: a temporary gift from God? 
Jesus spoke of people who delayed in their obedience to Him because they assumed they’d have more time to follow Him later. He told them, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62). His point was evident. We must take seriously today our opportunities to know and serve God. Our heart must be set on the goal of heaven today if we are to make it. To boast of tomorrow in rejecting God today is as foolish as plowing a field while looking backwards. It not only makes crooked rows, it makes a mess of life as well. 
Are you a Christian? Read God’s word to see what He says about salvation (Acts 2:36-41). –Mike Thomas
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