Married Pastors Only
Most people would be surprised to learn of the Bible’s use of the term pastor in the New Testament. The modern usage of the word is applied to a preacher who works with a congregation. It is never used that way in the New Testament. In the Bible, the pastor was equivalent to the overseer, the bishop, the elder, and the presbyter. In the New Testament, not every pastor was a preacher, nor was every preacher a pastor. These were two different roles in the Bible (Eph. 4:11; 1 Tim. 5:17). 
The apostle Paul told Titus, “For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded you… For a bishop must be…” (Titus 1:5-7). Notice the way “elders” and “bishop” are used as synonyms in describing the same role. The elders were the bishops; the bishops were the elders. They were also known as overseers (Acts 20:17, 28), shepherds (1 Pet. 5:1-4), presbyters (1 Tim. 4:14), and pastors (Eph. 4:11). The men who served in these roles had to meet certain qualifications, one being that of marriage (1 Tim. 3:1-2). Not only do they have to be married, the New Testament pastor must also rule his house well with children in submission (vv. 4-5; Titus 1:6). The concept of an unmarried, fatherless pastor (or priest) overseeing a congregation was never taught by the apostles of Jesus Christ. Nor did they teach churches to have one pastor overseeing them. There was always a plurality of elders in churches with qualified men (Acts 14:23), who were each equal in rule, oversight, and accountability (Heb. 13:17). No elder or bishop had authority beyond the local church. They were to shepherd only the flock that was among them (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1-4). These same restrictions were not made of preachers, nor were they given the same responsibilities. My duty is to preach the word (2 Tim. 4:2). 
How many problems could be eliminated in churches today if churches were not overseen by one pastor or did not have synods and committees governing their every move? These concepts were never part of God’s plan for the church, which is why we should abandon them (Col. 3:16). He arranged the church the way He saw fit (1 Cor. 12:18). And since Paul left Titus in Crete to “set in order the things that are lacking,” by establishing elders, we can know this form of government is important to God. Anything else is lacking. –Mike Thomas
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