Are Children Born in Sin?
The Augsburg Confession of Faith, the creed used by Lutherans, says: “All men, born according to nature, are born with sin…and that this original disease or flaw is truly a sin, bringing condemnation and also eternal death to those who are not reborn through baptism and the Holy Spirit” (Article II).

The Bible says, “The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself” (Ezek. 18:20). Human creeds may say we inherit our parents’ sin, but the God of heaven says “the son shall not bear the guilt of the father.”

It is true that we inherit the consequences of our ancestors’ actions, both good and evil, but in no way are we guilty of their decisions to violate God’s will. A newborn may have AIDS because of his mother’s drug use, but the guilt of his mother’s sin is not passed on to him, which is why we do not prosecute the child for illegal drug use. Neither does God. The child is responsible for his own relationship with God, even if his body bears the physical consequences of sin. 
The practice of sprinkling infants to remove sin is not found in the Bible. The gospel of Christ is for believers (Rom. 1:16) who repent of sin (Acts 3:19) and confess a faith in Christ (Acts 8:36-38) as they are immersed in water for salvation (Acts 2:38; 1 Pet. 3:21). Salvation from sin is for sinners who know of their need for redemption in Christ (Acts 8:12). This has never been the condition of little children (Matt. 18:3).  –Mike Thomas
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