One Thing
A man came to Jesus seeking eternal life, to whom Jesus said, “One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me” (Mark 10:21).  
It is unfortunate that the man “went away grieved, for he had great possession” (v. 22). He thought he wanted eternal life, but when he learned of the sacrifice involved he was unwilling to succumb. This was, no doubt, the reason Jesus told him to sell everything to find eternal life. Knowing the hearts of men, the Master Physician could see what was lacking in a person’s life and prescribe the right antidote. For this man it was an unhealthy attachment to this world. For others it might be something else, possibly immorality or lying or drinking or not sharing or not praying or whatever. We all are capable of having “one thing” that keeps us from being completely right with God.  
What are you willing to sacrifice to find eternal life? Will you give up whatever is necessary to be pleasing to God? It’s easy to condemn the rich man for not having enough sense to follow Jesus instead of his earthly riches. This was obviously a dumb choice, especially since he had to part with those possessions anyway. “For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain that we can carry nothing out” (1 Tim. 6:7). But what do we do about our own circumstance? Do we have “one thing” we are not giving up in order to have fellowship with God? 

It is not enough to be a good person who wants to go to heaven. We must rid ourselves of whatever is keeping us from completely trusting in God. For many, it will be the need to obey the Lord’s gospel. Cornelius was a good man who feared God and was generous in his treatment of others (Acts 10:2). Yet even he had to hear “words by which you and your household will be saved” (Acts 11:14). This occurred when Peter went to him and preached the gospel of Jesus, which resulted in Cornelius and his family being baptized into Jesus Christ (Acts 10:48). It wasn’t until then that Cornelius had removed that one thing keeping him from being completely right with God. Perhaps this is the one thing keeping you from having true peace with God (Acts 8:35-39). –Mike Thomas
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