One Life to Give
 
Yes, it is true that we have only One Life to Live, as the popular title suggests. But the reality is we have only one life to use in service to God as well. It is with our one life that we have a chance to…
> GIVE A DEFENSE. Peter says, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear” (1 Pet. 3:15). It terrifies me to think of everyone I know standing before God in judgment (2 Cor. 5:10). When a loved one dies, unprepared to meet God in judgment, his greatest loss is not his separation from his material possessions and family. His greatest loss is leaving this life still in his sins. The rich man wanted to come back to earth to warn his family of the eternal consequences of sin (Luke 16:27-28). No mention was made of his coming back to this life to amass more wealth. God’s people must live life from this perspective—ready to give a defense in warning people of the judgment to come. 
> GIVE ATTENTION. Now is the time to learn God’s will to find protection against sin and to learn of the path that leads to eternal life. Paul told Timothy, “Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine…for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you” (1 Tim. 4:13, 16). God is not going to miraculously transfuse His will into our hearts; the only way we will know His word is through rightly dividing it (2 Tim. 2:15). Therefore, we must give all diligence to make our call and election sure through a sincere hunger for righteousness. We get only one life to walk by faith in God’s word.
> GIVE THANKS. God’s word says, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thess. 5:16-18). How true it is that the trials of life will either make us bitter or make us better. By continuing in thanksgiving to God, we keep our hearts in the right place, better prepared to overcome the troubles of life and faith. Thanksgiving calms our racing minds while keeping us near to the God of all creation. 
How are you living the only life you have to give to God? 
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