One Day
 
One day we will depart from this life and never return. For “It is appointed for man to die once and after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). The woman of Tekoa spoke the truth when she said, “We will surely die and become like water spilled on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again” (2 Sam. 14:14). In leaving this life, we will never again “share in anything done under the sun” (Eccl. 9:6).  
One day someone else will occupy our place in life. They will live on “our” land, dwell in “our” house and possibly be married to “our” spouse. This is only fair since we have acquired properties from those before us. Therefore, according to Solomon, “Live joyfully with the wife whom you love all the days of your vain life which He has given you under the sun, all your days of vanity; for that is your portion in life” (Eccl. 9:9). The time for loving your mate and holding your children is now. These are your “portion in life” (on loan from God for a season), but one day your portion will be taken from you. 
One day our name will be forgotten from earthly conversations. For the dead “have no more reward, for the memory of them is forgotten” (Eccl. 9:4). This is only fair since we have lived without the knowledge of all who lived before us. Since this is so, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might. For there is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going” (Eccl. 9:10). 
One day our talents as a Christian will be taken from us and given to another. This is only fair since we have partaken of the fruit of the labor of past Christians — and have been given the space to develop our own talents. We’ve been a member at a church that started through the hard work of past servants of God, and have heard a gospel message that has been handed down through time. We are called upon to pass this message on to the next generation—while performing and defending the New Testament pattern of worshipping God in spirit and truth. But one day, the opportunities to labor in God’s vineyard will be ours no more. Leading in worship will belong to someone else. The task of upholding the truth will be taken from us and given to another. One day, we will no longer have the burden of encouraging sinners to repent or of teaching and warning the lost. These are the duties and privileges of those in this life. Will we cry out in eternity for Abraham to send Lazarus “to my father’s house...that he may testify to them” (Luke 16:27-28)? Or will we be at peace knowing we did our best to make a gain on our talents while we had them (Matt. 25:20-23)? One day, we will no longer be asked to work for the Lord.
One day is coming sooner than we think. We need to pray to God for wisdom and guidance in bringing glory to His name while we are here. For one day, we each must answer to God for “the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” (2 Cor. 5:10). Since this is so, “what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God”? (2 Pet. 3:11-12).  
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